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don't think I's targeting ay favorite 
suffering the consequences of a boy with 
to work. " Actually I'd kind of enjoy 

ants in 



Egads, as I really two and a half weeks late? Holy cattle, that certainly was 
unintentional. Work. work. work. Coifion lasentv Sure, but 1 really do sean it when I 
say it. I * m trying desperately to put out a quality prouct in the aidst of general 
scholastic chaos. It's funny because up to now, no aatter how sucn 1 put things off I'd 
always have tiae to oet everything done on schedule Lor reasonably close!. But now 1 
find that I * a* actually running out of tiae. There really are not enough hours in the 
dav for ae to coaplete what aust be done. There was a stretch of twelve out of thirteen 
davs [eight of .'lines consecutive] where I didn't qo to sleep before 4 Ail and usually not 
until 5 or oAH'and ended up aaassing no sore than four or five hours of sleep each 
night. Looking back on it I'a astounded that I was able to function evenreasonably well 
during that period, but I did. bot another one of those cosing up in a week or two. 
Arrgh!" , j j 

So, essentially, everything has suffered so 
hobby seabers. sv subscribers. No, you're just 
big dreass but a .limit ed framework within which 

blowi njb thi sHoiiit for a while and just hang out in nightclubs : or awhile. Got 
iv pants and I need to dance. Not exactly sure why I want to shape ay thang so such, 

just )-now I gotta! 

As for the zine itseif we're sticking with the digest foriat. at least for the tiae 
being. And, yes. we id pick ud that subzme I was talking about. In fact, we picked up 
two. one being edited bv ay self as a vehicle for the SnowDsl I ri anting gaae which 
started this issue. Speaking of gases. I know I said I wouldn't ooen ahv acre for a 
1 onu tiae* bub ? oouldn' t resist E shades of Belinda Hoi lev, who at last count was running 
30-32 oasaes. had just started 3 others, and had .two openings vet to fill J. This gaae. 
however, in a blatant atteaot to boost circulation, is ooen to novices only so I could 
use references/referrals. You aav also have- noticed that we' re bulking up. I welcose 
this but I can- t 'do it all bv eysel f so I welcose your contributions d'a begging, 
please send ae stuff']. 

well, as we wrap up this opening flow of consciousness aonoiogue I'll try to think 
of soaething particularly gersane to'relate to you. The el ecti ons" are cosing up. Oh 
wow. I know the choices are not all that exciting this tiae around but I do encourage 
ail of vou to go out and vote, it does sake a difference. And con' t let the polls run 
the election as I'a afraid they aight do by discouraging Dukakis supporters. But no 
aatter who is "your a-an" let's gt out there and vote^ And hey, be careful. 



CATCALLS FROM THE CHEAP SEATS 



When I was first oettino the letters sorted tor this issue there didn't seea to be 
a i > that aanv letters to include, but taking a second look things look pretty good. I 
definitely encourage everyone Kith any opinion whatsoever to write in an give ae a piece 
of his/her raind. The line is for you as well as ae, so if you think of something you'd 
like to see included let ae know. This tise around we've qot a lot of di f f erent" topi cs 
covered, but I'd be spoiling it if I told, so read on . . . 



I like the foraat fine, but it would be better if you found a stapler long enough 
to fasten the sheets together on the fold. Hard to find, but they do exist. 

rihat are the notations after the naises on your circulation list representing? 

<<I"'ve been keeping ay eyes open for a long stapler but doubt if I will secure one 
in the near future." The probles? Expense." Cose on. Fa in college, publish a 
zine, and have a girlfriend. Spending money? Hah! As for the notations, they 
represent how and/or how long a subber gets the zine. A number aeans they 
subscribe and the subscription runs through that issue nuisber, *T B is trade, and 
"no" is isutual subscription. Very siaple, actually, and kind of interesting. >> 

Eric Malton: 

As I read back over **hat I have said about Star wars I find that I have been giving 
the wrong impression to many people over how I feel about such a ays-tea. I do support 
"Star Bars* but not the way' it is run now. Perhaps I did not give that impression in ay 



scitors opinion')'} I aa also (horrors'} a Republican and have supported Reagan in 
si wst every policy he has started, but not "Star Wars. 3 shy? 

"Star Wars* has been run like iost qovernient agencies are run. poorly. The 
zd ■ eminent has spent too auch tiae debating, as well as cutting soney froa and throwing 
^onev at "Star Wars" and what it could give us. Why doesn't soaebody wise up? But 
5 e - ; I 5 P_ 5 »iv position is explained best by Jerry Fourneile in the afterword of, CALL TO 
- : A l lit 1 . , for what he writes explains how I feel: 

"The-e are aiwavs two approaches to dificult goals. One is to try 
to solve ail p rob leas before deciding what to do. The other is to decide what 
vou wi 1 1 do. then deal with the problems as they get in the way. 

"The second approach won viorid sar II and put us on the loon. We're 
now using the Mrst aoproacn. and it has yet to put a station in space - or 
even to build an 0-ring. 

M If vou would have peace, be prepared for war. We are not 

prepared. " 

< < Thousands of warheads. Not prepared for war as it pertains to the discussion on 
oB IV I think we ?re too prebared and soae are fast becoming too anxious to f 1 
cur nuci ear muscle. Do we anal vze things too >mch before we act upon thea? flavoe 
sc. ;ut *hen vou' re taikino aoout soraetn: ng as iiiassive. expensive, and 
i ntsrnati pnai 1 v ooi iticall v expiosi ve as SDl it pavs to do vour hoaework. It would 
be r: dicu! ou= to :i unae into a one trillion dollar project without knowing where 
-cure going i t h it. ^ And tc believe that we juapea into WWII ana the "race tor 
the n-tcrv' is nai v e. ihe public deaancs to know where this country is going and 
~hers its .soney is aoma. ' In a day and age where the American luoiic is so 
t=nwiilinc to aid the less fortunate it is'joubtfui that they'd be willing to 
blindly accept such an expensive project, even if it is wrapped tightly in the 
American flag.)) 



;*v opinion on Star *ars? I thought it was a pretty good sovie, but they could have 
en Carrie Fisher a sexier wardrobe and hair style. And where were all the other 
h'ien in the universe? Does the liberation aoveaent slip into reverse between now and 

: '. The lifaeraton tsovesent was in full force, that's why Carrie wasn't a sere sex 



David Orne: 




s. id time: 



object [unfortunately] ! >> 



Don Silliaas: 

I would like to offer another slant to the SDI issue. Nhile I strongly disagree 
with the current spending and priority given SB I (both too high in §y book), I dii'not 
against deveiDpsent of trie technology and systess required to ispieient the defense 
proposed by SDI. 

I do, however, think that a significant point is often overlooked. SDI basically 
proposes to destroy nuclear warheads by destroying their -delivery vehicles, that is, by 
shooting down eneay sissiles and airborne aircraft. 

This appears to se to be a significant flaw in the SDI's purpose - delivery systess 
don't kill, warheads do. what is to prevent the use of alternative delivery systems for 
nuclear weapons'/ even sore, what is to prevent the use of stationary, pre-set devices 
frois being planted in the cities of enesiesv sTiile such nuclear "sining" of each 
others' cities would be difficult (especially for the US), I don't think it impossible, 
(The idea of several sutl i -segaton nuclear sines sitting in a visiting Soviet freighter 
in the harbors of NY, LA or San Diego borders on the paranoid, I don't find it 
inconceivable.) 

SDI doesn't sake things §ore stable or safe than they already are, and SDI does 
have significant potential' for offensive use: a first strike is lore thinkable if the 
H ufsbrella s afforded by SDI lakes the aggressor believe he can strike and avoid iassive 
retaliation. 

No. SDI is part of the problem, and it doesn't deal with the real solution. It aav 
not be popular, but until we find a way to interdict and stop the physical dynaaics of 
fission and fusion, nothing will truly address the iadness of nuclear warfare. 

<<Bcn raises scase important specifics which, in turn, raise the general question of 
where are we going with all of this? SDI is nothing sore than another step up in 
the escalation process; for every fabulous idea we cose up with to thwart nuclear 
war there is bound to_arise a way to get around it and subvert its usefulness. A.*. 
I advocating a freeze 7 I don't know." I think it would be impossible to iffipleaent 
or verify [let alone get the American people to agree to] but' there has to be 
something done to stop the escalation. An obsolete systea is not worth the one 
tri 1 1 ion "price tag. Don is ight in stating that the only way we'll be able to 
escape the terror'that the nuclear threat levies on everyone is if *e can find soae 
wav to neutralized the actual processes of fission and fusion. Idealistic? Verv. 
Possible? Probably not. But just because the threat cannot be totally eliainated 
doesn't aean that we have to continue pulping sonev into largely ineffective 
"deierents. " Is the technology developed' by" SDI research useful? Sure it is and 
I'j all for federal funding of various and sundrv research projects; but haven't we 
processed to a point where we can support such projects for theaselves rather than 
rel v on technological advances springing f roa defense technology. fiavbe we should 
follow Eric Walton's advice and just puiip sonev into a project and see what turns 
up. Sut whv stust that project be defense related? Let's iafce it a goal _of this 
nation to. sav, develop artificial intelligence to its full potential, confront 
the probless as they arise and apply the knowledged gained to various fields, 
including, borers, defense. >> 

****T******t#************»***f ****************** 
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Pete Bauqhan: 

Your note on F<<leet» vs. A<<r»y>>, Hark: I've always ruled, in accordance with 
the "Badly written order"" rule, that since the rulebook does not require the player to 
label fleet or arsy, I won't require it either. Obviously, if soseone tries to order a 
fleet to an inland province, or "an aray out to sea, the order fails — but "Hid-Atl anti c 
to Portugal" is quite a legal order. On coastal designations, I only require thei when 
required for clarity — "Black Sea to Bulqaria' iaplies °e/c 8 so far as I'ffi concerned. 

This is not to say that sose gas don f t do it your way — just that I favor liberal 
efforts to give each unit a legal order, not liberal eforts trying to frustrate their 
purposes. 

<<A11 right, you win on the F vs. A designations. Somehow I had qotten the 
ispression that the rulebook required such labeling but I was, and I adait it, 
siistaken. I'd still very such prefer that you do label araies and fleets for iy 
convenience but it is not, nor. for the record, has it ever been, required. The 
coastal designations are an entirely different situation. The rulebook does 
require that "the coasts be identified, and I'll abide by it. Why? Well, Calhaaer 
obviously thought it would be necessary and who ai I to rebuke the grand poohbah. 
But sore important is the fact that the non-labeling or ssi s-labeling of a coastal 
province can be used as a tool of diplomacy and/or treachery. The rulebook 
provides for that loophole and I as not one who is willing to shut it. After all, 
I'd feel like a total jck-ass if I messed up someone's elaborately laid plans.)*) 

Dick Hart in: 

Yes, it's quite possible to be moral and not be religious, Why? I can't say. I 
uist speak from experience - I knew people who are quite a ffloral" (by that I mean able to 
distinguish between "right" and "wrong"), but not at ail religious. Certainly children 
grasp morality sore quickly than the underlvinq reliqion (if any). 

Setter question: Is it possible to be both religious and moral and on network TV? 

<<The answer to vour question, probably not, since to buy national TV tiae requires 
BIG bucks and to get those bucks you have to be theatrical, exploitative, and a 
whole myriad of other unsavory adjectives. Spreading the faith? Yes, but it is a 
faith so distorted and perverted by non-spiritual desires that it say as well be a 
political ideology rather than one to guide one thru everyday life>> 

Don Hilliaas: 

Re] i 01 on has a olace in modern life, though what place (role) it plays should be up 
to the individual. Religion, or to steal a c-hrase from the secular humanists (among 
others} , belief systems, help establish a code of benavicr . an ethical compartment. It 
eft en serves to give people and cultures otherwise unrelated to each othera common basis 
:f understanding (or as is also often the case, mi sunderstandi nq) . 

Does it insure a pleasant afterlife? h.-.cuse me. but I don't think so while aanv. 

•w-v reiioions offer Guarantees of sternal beautitude or what have you, I believe that 
each person must loo!-, to his own faith for anv certainty he/she can derive. In answer 
to the question. "Does one have to be relijiaus to be serai?", well, that almost beos 
the question, "does btinq relic: due automatical ly insure one's morai ityv" The answer to 
coth questions is no - i f an individual's belief system dees not include an omni present , 
:5m =ci ent ii etv - or any kind of dietv or supernatural being/entity - that individual 
••5v still Dehave in 5 very moral , humane, and compassionate manner. 

—-You are ncht when vou say that the rale that religion oiavs in an individual's 
life is up to riisi/her. The ironic fact :f the matter, however, is that there have 
slwavs been, still are. anc always will be an undeniable urge to institutionalize 
one' s beliefs. Look at the church. Catholicism Deccaes insufferable to people and 
up sennas the Protestant Reformation. Do these "reDeis" find solace in their 
personal relationship with a god? No, they aust go out and ispress their faith on 
others. Fa sure that this trait is si spiv endemic to the human race [I only wish 
people could be as. oshaw, enlighted as 1 as, couqh, gag; that's why I love the 
informal debate] but it is funny how these insti tutiohs" have pressed themselves so 
firmly into peoples' [sublconsciouses. I know people who are very devout and 
strongly believe in and trust their faith yet they feel guilty if they do not 
attend church on a regular basis, even if it is due to situations outside of their 
control. What ever happened to the personal relationship with one's God? The 



church still holds its "aonopoly on salvation.' Sad but true. Religion and 
aorality? It seeas that even though there exists today a iultitude of "belief 
systeas" the essential aspects of each of thei fora a part of our cultural 
ffiorality. No longer is it necessary to be religious to be aoral since religion has 
in-fused society with its own values and beliefs. Religion was such an overwhelasinq 
part of society for hundreds of years and its legacy is the foundation on which our 
morality is laid. Do we need to be religious? No, not necessarily, but we aust 
recognize that alaost allaorality springs froa soae sort of religious systea.>> 

To* Nash: 

...I really disagree with your VIEB FROR THE BRIDGE cosaents on novices and feuding 
<<last issue)), iihile I ae certainly no Chris Carrier, and do not have a fetish for 
feudinq, there is, to »e, soaething fascinating about the whole thing. Unlike soae 
an ti -feuding folks, if the Hobby was sisply qaaes, and every zine a sere warehouse with 
nothing but "A aun-TVR 8 endlessly repeated, I probably would have gotten bored quickly, 
what sakes Diplomacy such an enduring fascination to aany of us is the fact that it's 
not just another war gaae, but a gaae of personalities, personal ities in conflict, a 
qaaeof controlled aggression and legitimized sociopathy. So too the hobby. What 
hooked ae as I entered as a novice was the fact that it wasn't lust a bunch of qeeky 
hex-gasers. There are stronq personalities which clash, often ferociously, issues 
beyond whether an A/T alliance is viable or not, issues and concerns that have to do 
with ethics, values, conflict resolution, personal coaaiteent, etc. 

This is real stuff, and as a still relative novice, it fascinates the hell out of 
ae. What do you think sakes PRAXIS so popular? The strategy articles? Coae on. The 
baseball stuff? Naw, it's because Alan deals intensely and intelligently with the feud 
stuff without taking sides, so both sides participate. I literally hunger to sort out 
the history. ..what were the Hasters and Hiqhfield affairs? shv does Qlsen refuse Brux's 
jail? And is Sacks as crazy as he appears? 

Isaature, sure. Annoying, well in soae zines like HASUS with its endless prattling 
that lacks anv sense of huaor or fair play, yep. Sut take a look at the latBst FIAT 
BELLUM ahich has Brus's reply to Don Williaas' ' criticise of the letters to the Zarse and 
Servk parents, copies of the letters Brux wrote, a letter froa Zarse to hia that he 
included to the Zarse parental units, and yilliass' still hiqhlv critical response to 
Brux and his tactics. This is good stuff !!* And 1 think not about to drive novices 
a w a v . 

Let's not always be so protective of novices, and I'a not pinninq this one on you. 
It's an attitude I see a lot. They aren't fragile. And if they are they'll drop out of 
the hobbv anyway as soon as they qet stabbed for the first tiae. Face it, if they 
choose this qase they aust be soaewhat thick skinned. It's a lot sore devastating to 
Get blitzed in Spring '02 by three of your neighbors, and be eliamated by '03 than to 
Tina out that Bruce imsey and Dick Hartin dont like each other and aren't afraid to 
let other people know it. 

<<I agree with you to a large extent. I find feudinq to be fascinating and 
entertaining in soae respects. And I know that it would be naive of ae to expect 
this or any "other oatherinq of people to be free of disaoreeaents Eand hell, I 
adsit it. it wuuid'be a lot less interesting]. The probiea coaes in the fact that 
the hatred and the expression of such is often unrestrained and viscious. 
Diuicodcv. and hence the hobbv, is a qasie of "controlled aggression. 1 Agreed. But 
whit happens when the controls disappear or are sisply ignored? What happens is 
that vo'u oet a hobbv tilled with bitterness and spite. No novice enters the hobby 
t&iiivino it to be tree froa conflict but when that conflict is grossly excessive 
it does no one anv good. PRAXIS and FIAl EELLUtl are both excellent zines, and such 
of that excellence i s derived trosj the way they handle teuas. Mian takes a very 
neutral stance and is able to take pokes at both sides. Den, whose distaste for 
Brux is no secret, is able to deal with that dislike in a rational, clear-headed 
manner. It is often ^just as entertaining and, sore isportantiy, mch sore 
□ersuavsi ve. The reai danoer is that these ersonal attacks say cross over and 
out side of the hobbv and become truly destructive. To quote a bit of press froa 
Don iiiliiaas to Bob Qlsen, "However attractive it eight be. Bob, exchanging 
personal -life strikes with Linsey will not solve the" probiea; the hobby could well 
devolve into chaos and blackaail with people involving theaselves in such 
exchanges." fty fear as concerns novices is that they aight get sucked into such 
exchanges froa «ord go. That's no introduction to a hobby, any hobby, >> 



Charles Greger: 

OK, I have a tentative idea (question) you sight like to put to the test in your 
hub. I's serious about -Finding a solution: 
Nhat would be the perfect gaae table? 

Assumptions: I's talking board gases, not ping-pong or pool or something. Also, 
here sight be sore than four players at a sitting"!. e. Diplomacy, Civilization, etc; so 
our sides say not be the right solution. 

Things to consider: Kow'sany legs? One in the siddle or the traditional_ four 
- 1 ' 1 1 get in peoples' way? Should the table be round or hexagonal or what? Hha t 
-.'-age height would be best? fehat surface would be best? What should the table be 
structed of? How should the chairs be? Etc, etc. 

<<Good question, and I definitely encourage contributions [even you, Charles!!. 
I'll accept descriptions, schesatic drawings, both, or whatever else you've got in 
inind, Hy ideas, and whoever else takes the tise, will be in next issue. >> 

avid Orne: 

The Aserican systes of choosing the chief executive has gotten so screwed up, it is 
ard to think of a way to sake it worse. While it is true that the public should' choose 
between two or three canidates of differing philosophies, the tens "liberal" and 
'conservative' have become aisost aeaningless. Just look at the vice-presidential 

pick's. 

The sost ridiculous part of the systes is our way of narrowing down the list to two 
canidates; the prisary. This tise around we started with seven democrats (reseaber the 
;t"/en Dwarfs?)*, I know it's been a long tiae, so think back. The caspaign goes on for 
so long now that those running spend sore tiae raising funds than caipai gni rig. linen 
: f iey do, thev avoid talking about the issues while hoping one of the others will screw 
:D. Which they do. of course. *e are talking about nuaan beings. 

So, bv the tise we actually get to voice an opinion, Babbitt is out for telling the 
'~uth about the deficit and Hart sight as well be out for, well, being bary Hart. Then a 
.■all percentage of the voters of Iowa pare down the list a bit in the caucuses, and New 
sffipshire does a bit sore in the first primary. Suddenly, the choices of the country 
• ■■€■ been cut in half by two very non-representi ti ve states. 

bv the t i ate the lzrq*r states get a chance tovote, the choices are very si is. 
lilifornia is the largest state in the union, but for their prisary George Bush was the 
scle surviving Republican, and only Jesse Jackson was left hanging on until the end 
s.ainst Dukakis, fthat kind of choice did they have? Of course, the people of the 
L^anola State (those that live there are either fruits, nuts, or flakes) say have pushed 
Fee tfee Herman to the front of the pack, but that is teir right. 

Hhat we need is a National Prisary where everyone votes on the saae day. Hake it 
the first Tuesday of August, three sonths before the final election. A runoff for the 
tcp two or three (if the tnird gets, say, 20a of the vote) would be held a sonth later, 
leaving two sonths for the finalists to caspaign head-to-head. 

The National Prisary systes would save tax dollars, emphasize the issues, and give 
the public a real choice rather than discourage capable leaders such as Hario Cuoso froa 
ruerinq the race as our current systes does. 

: -<An interesting idea and one that I'd like to see discussed, especially seeing as 
how so ianv voters are disappointed in the choice of canidates this tise around. 
This svsteffl Has a number of things going for it as you pointed out but I do see a 
couple DfOuieiSS. For one, although tax dollars say oe saved the canidates are 
going to be forced to raise even sore soney on their own to finance their 
case sign s. iihv? (he prisary systes allows for those with little nase recognition 
to siowlv build up a following and a certain asount of recognition. This is aainly 
done thru the night! y_ news and the print sedia. Who'd ever" heard of Dukakis or 
Babbitt or duPont or ' bepnardt V Outside of their own states, very few. The prisary 
systes allows canidates to "hit their stride" and gives thea a chance to get a 
caspaign up and running. A national prisary will force canidates to cose into the 
race with an already existing nationwide caspaign apparatus, not an easy task and 
one that requires a lot of soney which, in turn," seans less tiae for caspaigning. 
Tied in with this is the fact that the canidates will need to project, nationwide, 
a desirable isaqe. The prisary systes allows for blunders, it also allows for one 
to explain oneself. If you say, "raise taxes" and consequently get destroyed in 



the Veraont priaary you still are afforded the opportunity of convincing the voters 
in the nest stte that that needs to be done and, hence, can claw your way back into 
the race. But that's just ay opinion. Anyone else?>> 



wri tinq 

Of 

feel free to 



<<»The editor checking back one aore Use. I'd like to thank all of you for 

I definitely encourage your responses to either your fellow subbers coaaents 
v own scribbling*^ If you see anything else in this sine that you'd like to discuss 
write, it's highly encouraged, -fun, and doesn't require that you wear 
innuaaerable layers of latex to participate. S0T? Obviously lore rooa for discussion 
so Eubait your own ausings. Religion? Look for ay own additional coaaents elsewhere. 
Feuding? What's it all about anyway? Gase tables and politics? Throw in a saofce- 
filled rooa and you've got a convention. So coae on, entertain and infora us!!! 
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PLEASE SIR, HAY I HAVE SQHE MORE 



He 11 , with 

sure that would 
can tei i you. I 

I've decide 
one last ga^e of 
they sign up thi 
Aside froa beina 



the 



start of the Snowball Fighting gaae in this issue I thought that for 
be the end of the gases here for a while. But as anybody who knows ae 
s never satisfied with the status quo. Sooocoooo... 

put ay fioney where ay south is as reqards novices. I aa opening 
tQ no¥ j Ce5 only r 50rry Belinda!., ieaning thatat the tise" 



LI tO 



L'l pi 03tdC V" 

s qase should be their first Cor close to it, we ain't picky 



he hubby qet 



the nti 
required [$4.50 
ay [sublzine, IN 
on. Nics Sebreil 
contact with nov 



Other 



openi 



novices 

- w . m it , ai „ u here] . 

a blatant atteapt to boost readership I'd also like to help people new 
adjusted and hopefully rpprovide thea with a good read and soae fun in 
ike every other gaae of regular Diploaacy in this rag a subscription is 
for K;_i55ues] as well as a one tiae gaaefee of $5, which will get you 
ThRLOFcR, for as long as you play. So far, one brave soul has signed 
. Make his feel welcoae. Also, any publishers out there who coae in 
ices. I could use the publicity! 
nos : NONE ! 
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att ent i on 



d i I immi 



& we get to the gases there are a couple things that have either caught ay 
or been bothering ae since last issue, 
when 1 January 2000 roles around the Aaencan puDlic is doing, to be faced with a 
of uncosprehensibl e dimensions, quite apart froa the hangover. What are we 

ail those checks that read "19 e ? It's staggering, 

e a Gav Whale for Christ.' 
have loved and lost than to have never 
he was talking about. Lucky dog. 



aoing to do with all thos 

Best button ever seen : "Nu 
Woever said it is better to 

si ftp 1 v didn't know what the hell 



ain't it? 
loved at all 



Now that I got that off ay chest what say you folks to qaaereports? Onward ho. 



Bafflmti 



Fall 1901 

"Tricky Turk Could Mean Trouble for Powers-That-Be" 



198GAV 



. , r> T r, ■[ ,- 
r-jD IP.lM 

England 

FRANCE 



-cRMAN'i 
'ALY 



T;.r. 

i or. 



(EY 

5 11 1901 Order 



Andrew YuRK 
Chris HliKLtY 
David CRNE 
Jiii DIEHL 
Chuck HANNA 
dis NICKEL 
Charles BREGtR 



14001 Oak Headows #9i7. Universal Citv, TX 7814b 

3503 Qrbitan Rd, Farkville, RB 21234 

1234 Reynolds Rd 1^42, Lakeland, FL 33801 

105j0 River-view Rd, tden Prairie, UN 55347 

3/9 let Ct, Severna Park, hD 21146 

426 East Coiusbia St, Fails Church, VA 22046 

2621 Hcculloeh Apt lift. Lake Hauasa City, A2 86403 



AUSTRIA 


F 


alb- 


GRE, 


A 


BUD-rus, A SER 3 A BlhJ-rua 


ENGLAND 


A 

M 


yor- 


NWY , 


F 


NTH C A yor-NWY, F lon-ENG 


FRANCE 


A 


spa- 


PGR . 


ft 


gas-b'PA, F bre-HfiO 


EERHANY 


F 


DEN 


L _ 1 J 

f (Ui Li 


^ w 


A kie-HOL, A ruh-BEL 


1 i A L i' 


H 


apu- 


iun. 


F 


ION C A apu-TUN, A TYQ holds 


r. - r- T A 
r ..• 3 3 i M 


F 


bot- 


SWE, 


F_ 


SEV-rus, A UKR S F SEV-rua, A HOS-sev 


t i r- 1« r \i 

: jf:t,C I 


ft 

H 


BUL- 


ru$. 


F 


ank-BLA, A ARR 3 [Russian] A HOS-sev 



EAriE NOTES: 

* New saps opposite this page and courtesy of Don Willi aas . 1 like 'ea. 

* The Turkish support order had se stusped for a second but a quick glance confiraed 
that iirv adiuication was correct : IX, 3 - "Self-Bisi odgeaent Prohibited'' - "...an 
order to aove iff to a soace occupied by another unit of the saae country aav not 
succeed it the second unit -fails to leave that space." Case closed. 



Ui titer 



1901 ad iustaents are due bv Wednesday, NoveaDer 

V..-.: ,. -.=-.k.-. r- '. >. 1 ' ft- " 



INTERLOPER will be 



published the following Friday [November 113. Hail J ei soon. SC Chart below. 
* Spri no 1902 order? and press are due bv Wednesday, ftoveaber 30. 



,l.-d! v Center Chart tor *li site? 
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1 o n . 1 1 v , e 0 1 . 
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build one 
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" c - ■? 


Pre .oar. ;Tisr . 


+SPA.+PDR. ..... 




build two 




Wi 


D er , iaun .kit, 


■^-pEN.TyhL.^HUL. . . . 


... . + ^ ! 


build tnree 




r" A 1 


r oia . ven .nap. 
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build one 






s tp , iiiOs . viar . 


sev . +Sw'E 


+ 1 ; 


build cne 
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con, ank . say , 


+ c Li L .............. . 


+1 ; 


build one 




PPEE 










-.Li 


1 1 

1L. L 


lEcHTENh'TEIN : 


Austrian refugees 


continue to enter Liechtenstein f 



: r 5vi nee in the Austrian ivrol. They recort the Italian arav is causing great 
ifvastation and is flionoooi izing the ski lifts. Reports of the amy's isainent departure 
rontinue. but conflict as to its destination. No coaaent froa Poise. 



BERLIN - MUNICH : If an Italian answers the phone, Rcae will be razed. 



STOCKHOLM (August 14. 1901) : Fisheraan's aarket was abuzz today with stories of a large 
orav whale swisaing just below the surface of Stocfchola harbor. Many sailors claised to 
have seen the whale, and a few reported it as having, "a laroe, single eve at the end of 
scae tvce of aopendaqe, whicn at tiaes rose up above the surface of "the water." Sose 
bei ie/5 that the ivsterious eve is evidence that the whale is a weird autant. and that 
it breathes through its strange projection. To support their theory thev suDait that 
not one sailor has been said to have seen the whale' surface for air. 

Another possible explanation of the sightings is the rusor that the Russians have 
developed a sailing vessel which can reaain* underwater for long periods of tiee, and 
that one of these so-called "suh-sarines" is in the harbor pert'orainq reccnnai sance for 
the Russian f I eet_ current 1 v on Maneuvers in the Sulf of Bothnia. Rear Adairal Lars 
Ul af sen. head of Swedish naval intelligence, dismissed the not : cn of the existence of 
underwater vessels and a possible Russian invasion of Sweden bv saying: s se are a 
c-eacef ul people, and we have reaained neutral even as our good neighbor Denaark was 
occuoisd bv the 3eraans. The Czar does not want to lose face with" the rest of Europe bv 
in.ading a neutral country; if he had. he would have seized Rusarua last serine. And as 
ror the i des of a ? sub-rearms. J it is preposterous to believe Russia has the technology 
o bjiid such s vessel . Besides, the B.O. would be unbearable! !: 

fH*H*t***tf a ************** ** *** ********** ******** ************************************ 

A QUICKIE PLAYLIST 

T he Doors. THE TuORS I w i a Harrison ana crew's first albua I believe. Just an 
ssszi n.j col lection of soae classic tunes encoapassino aanv of the different stvles that 
*ere to sake this orouo so poouiar. tvervtiae I near "The End" I can't nelo but think 
of APOCALYPSE NOW 3 1 Traffic, MR . FANTASY [Can't sav anvthinq but, great tacel Diverse 
is the rev word when talkinq about anv Traffic albua. Frois "psvchadel ic to toe-tappi nq] ; 
Prince rar I and the Arabs. CRY TUFF DUB ENCOUNTER CHAPTER I [For those tiaes when your, 
oh, typing up a zine and don't want to be bothered bv Ivrics; reaaae instrumental i qfq"!. 



Ik Fall 1901 1988CS 

"Deep In the Heart of Austria Trouble's a'Brewin" 

J-f Players: 



-l-BTRIA Thoaas THGRNSEN 113 Slensusser Rd, Holbrook, NY 11741 

Barrv HAwES [COfi] 11411 Old Pond Br, Glenn Dale, HD 207i9_ 

r : ,MCE Pete SAUSHAN 3105 East Park Row #132, Arlington, TX /6010-3710 

ANY Hike HENRY 3755 Capital of Texas Hwy 3. Suite 130, Austin, TX 78704 

r-L> Jii D1EHL 10530 Riverview Or, Eden Prairie, MN 5534/ 

' .BSIA Vines SHOUBA PO Bos 2671, Houston, IX //252 

: KEY Eric WALTON PO Box 187 Station B, Nashville, TN 372/5 

Fall 1901 Orders 

-.3TRIA F alb -ORE, A SER S F alb-SRE, A vie-TRI 

INLAND A edi-NM, F NWS C A edi-NWY, F nat-hol insu), F NTH holds {unordered} 

FP-NCE A SPA holds, A P]C>bel, F aao-PGR 

H*KANY F DEN-5«e. A kie-HGL, A RUH-bel 

; :-,LY A ven-TYQ, A roa-APU, F i on-TUN 

^L'SSIA F_ BQT-swe. A ukr-RUtl, F SEV S A ukr-RUN, A gal -BUD 

"."KEY A BUl-cre. F ank-CQN, A say-ANK 



% NOTES: 

r *nsu H aeans that there is "no such unit" in existence on the board. 

* 'iew sap ooposite this paae courtesy of Don Willi ass - 

* -lease note Barrv Ha«e = " new address. Hope the ssove went saootnlv Barry* 

* Deadline for Winter i c 0i adiustaents is Wednesday, Noveber 9. That 5 s soon so please 

-.1 earl, : IKTERLCrES be published the following Friday [November 113. SL 

"art below. 

- - _opl v c Enters encloses in slashes i.e. /bud/ are supdIv senters that have been lost 
: . tnat particular cower since the previous winter. 

- Bon no 19v2 orders an- press are due bv wednesdav. '^oveaoer ■-•'J. 



z-.zzl* Center Chart x .r Winter 1901 



: :4] v i e. tri . /bud/ . +3RE. +£ER build one 

I ': [41 :G-.edi.liv.+NWY + li ouii^ one 

:C] ars.oar.aar.+SFA.+POR +2? bund two 

■z- cer.Lie.aun.THOL.+DhN ..+2; build two 

[4] r 0iS .ven.naD.+TuM +15 bund one 

'- ' [ c ] = tc . 305 , war . sev . + BUD . +RUf! +2! buiid two 

[4] con.ank.sa}v,+BUL +1» ouiid cne 



THE PRESS: 



ST, PETERSBURG : The Tsar deeas it beneath his honor to respond to proclaaations aiade bv 
Turkish dioioiats of late, and doubts that the Sultan intends the disiissal of these 
irresponsible persons fro* his illustrious service. 

FRANCE - IK : Oops. I confused Kike Henry with Mike Whitty, also frot Austin. Hy 
sincere apologies to Geraans tans everywhere, and to the fine, upstanding Prussian who* 
I've never set, whatever he does for a living. 

ST. PETERSBURG - VIENNA : The best reqsrds and cordial apologies of the Russian regise. 
Everyone seeded to be schesinq against everyone, and a difficult choice had to be §ade. 

ROME - VIENNA : I went to APU. so did I get TVO? 

BUDAPEST : Generals order i no the Russian occupation expressed Great rescect for the 
venerable culture of the Austrian Eaoire. Care was taken to suppress anv license on the 
part of the troops, to preserve the existinq institutions, and 'to court the favor of the 

populace. 

t 4.. H ******* ****************** ********** **** ********************************************* 

ALWAYS THE BRIDESMAID ..... 

This is THE SCRIBBLERIST's little ol ? standby list, and since we're playing gases 
now I thought I aight as well throw it in. The list has taken a beating recently" due to 
the fact that three people NRRed in the Gunboat case. So please si on on if you've got 
the uroe; also, let ae know if vou'd standby for" the Snowball Fighting aa*e.' ReseaBer, 
vou get one ^ree issue for sioninq uoand two inore if you take over a position. Let ae 
rnow it vou want on or off the list : Diehl, Salvatore. York, Hurley • Sreger, Hawes, 
Shouba. Fargo. Lime. Holley, Heinowski, Ben-Israel, tfcCruiBb, 'Hi 1 1 i ais, and Nil son. 
! han>; tc one and all tbut we could always use sore brave souisJ. 



RaNgaana Spring 1901 Gunboat 

"Rulers Mil', Their Continued Leadership Called Into Question" 

Jhe Players: 

This is gunboat, now stupid do you think I as? Don't answer' .that. 

Reaeaber, you are playing - . 

Please standby for - _ , 



Spring 1901 


Orders 








AUSTRIA 


NHR f 


A bud-SER, F tri-ALB, 


H ¥ 1 C 


holds 


EMS LAND 


NMR 1 


F edi-NWS, F lon-NTH, 


A liv- 


-EBI 


FRANCE 


F bre 


-ENG. A sar-SPA, A par 


~bAb 




SERHANV 


A ber 


-KIE. A aun-BUR, F kie 


-HOL 




:TALY 


A ven 


-TY0, a roi-vEN, F nap 


-ION 




i; US 3 1 A 


NHR f 


F -stp (sc5 -EOT, A war-UKR, A 


HQS holds, 


"uRKEY 


A con 


-Bui, A say-ANK, F ank 


-CON 





§^r!E NOTES: 

i As vou can see, there were three NHRs this season. Luckily I dicn't have to delay the 
* adjudication because the "Fhantoa' player subaitted aoves for all seven powers. T 

accept part of trie blaae for not aakinq the qaaestart all that DDvious. No excuse 

this tiae around, enough, so let's get those'orders in. 

- I had to edit sose press that was a little too close to "negotiating." Reaesber, the 
press for this gaise is aeant to be fun. a chance to blow off steaa." Also, non-plavers 
are welcosae to submit press. 

s Deadline tor Fall 1901 orders and press is November 23, one week before the reoular 
Diploaacv deadline. Mail earl v. 



~M PPESS: 

z'-PMn - -GRID : In a unanimous vote of the tribal assembly, the western Kurds decided 
ririffSt holding their -ail Cavalrv Roundup and ooen aarket ruo sale in the Crisean 
~ss ort of Yalta. Jhev osted instead for a late suaaer renaez-.ous at their old standby 
riapcreund. Cappadczi a Meadows, in the Mountains near A"rara. "erc-ants in the area 
~ zressed d: saspomtssnt bv the withdrawal but ail faailies wi th :ssnaoe virqin 
•zscghters were relieve. 

************ i^^^i^^^i^^ ii ^ l ^* t * fi ^^^*^ iii 4,^*ii4 ri ^**ittii^:**ii**i 

we've got quite_ a bit of sosce left over so I'a just goinc to ao ahead and list all 
V5 :mes I receive [hooeful 1 v I'll review thea next ishJ : Dicsoaani a. Diploaacv 
Lust. Everything. Carolina CoMand and L'oaaentary, Cross Rifles. Excelsior. The 
-•izaiachian General, Ccstaguana. Esciteaent Citv Unlinted, Feuilletonist's Forua. 
-ill iaauf rv. Hagali 1 Haaaarvi. Fiat Bellus. Life of Mont v. The Kanoarso Kicker. Ode. 
-~ = el, Diploaacv World News, Ter-ran, The Saaer's line, Sraustart. "Anast United, 
^nzene. Sushwacker. The Canadian Diplomat, Cathy's Kasbi ings. House of Lords, The Last 
isort, Northern hlase, Passchendael e, Perelandra, Son of Flip, Praus, Retaliation, 




Thorazeen. Vertigo. The Volcano City News. The Zine Register, Prisoners of 8ar, War and 
Peace, Randos Thought, and possibly. Pilot Light. Sood lord! That's fourty-three 
different lines. I hadn't realized that 1 received so sany land though soae publishers 
will fceq to differ, 1 try to contribute a little soaething to each of theal. Boy, no 
wonder I don't have any free tise anymore. Looking back over the list I think IM1 
spread the reviews out over a couple issues. We'll see. 

** * * * ** ** ***** ** *** **** ********** *** ******* **** ********* ******************** ***** **** *** 

URBANE SCRAWL 
Part III 

Life here at the Li. Well, it's interesting to say the least. Acadeai cal 1 y, I'a 
sore than willing to accept the blase tor the "interest" generated. Beino the typical 
college student I push everything back to the last •inute'or till the pile of books on 
;iv desk threatens to fall over and crush ae in ay sleeo. Usually those two events 
coincide ouite well so I never really have to go through sore than 4 weeks of utter, 
icsdeaic nei 1 everv aanth. Hey. who's complaining, it'qi ves ae about half a week that 
r i free to worrv shout other thine 5. It's rough,"' ve». "dut the classes are inter estinq. 
But is it worth all the 4 AH "niahts?" Probably. 

Socially I' ,e got no aaicr cospiaints. Actual i v. except for the dreaded "days 
after" I'a having a great tiae at all the carties and sixers. So out with the boys, 
■Itjw down a ccuols beers, cole at a few woaen [with a neartfelt apologies to the "gentle 
. adiesof the reading audience], sake a few new friends, enjoy a laugh or two. throw 
:c«f( a couple acre beers, laugh sose core, drink soae acre, ogle, drink, laugh, go hose, 
* = t lots of food. :rmk a lot of water, poo so*e asoirin, and'go to sleep. ftcpetully, 
the next aorninp ,ou : 11 wake bright-eyed and bushv-tai 1 eo. Unfortunately, it rarely 
-crfcs that wav an ,ou becose rather mtiaate with your friendly nei qhbornood ceraaic 
isthroca fixture. Ugh! t'ain't fun. But hey, you've got ail those 'aeaori es of the 
oioht before. That is. of course, if you didn't falack'out, in which case you'll spend 
the nex t week trvinc to find out exactly what you did with that leather belt, wall 
■z-utler, avacado, and holster. Haaafja, that's tastv? 





--i I I | 



Issue One 



Is this the long prosified subline? Naw, it's just se again. I decided to go ahead 
and run the Snowball Fighting gaae as a pseudo separate entity in the zine in case I get 
tehind in adjudications or so/ie such nonsense which we both no will never happen, pshaw? 
ilso. this is ay vehicle tor any future non-dip related gases [aside -fro§ a United 
'-iqueJ that 1 say run in the future, the distant future. So, enjoy the premier issue 
and, as always, consents are welcoie. 



Tb'B 



Khoi-San — Basest art 



that's right, we're 
getting the ""Snowbal 1 



Yes 
finally 

Fighting 8 qase underway. 1 decided 
to go ahead with the seven pi avers 
already signed ud Since I received 
."o inquiries/responses since TS #4 
"5"t out. PI avers and initial 
: s i t i ons he! o«: 

ji.id Hood (BH) 03 

Cvis Hurley *CH} S5 

A-urew York (AY) D6 

F;;i- Salvatore CBS) K7 

Nichae! Schnelfcer (HS) S9 

Fete Sauqhan (P5) N12 

trie Walton (EH? B15 

Addresses printed below. I 
re^iiv don't know how such 
di:<ic*ac¥ this will require, but 
it's better to be safe than sorry. 
And re/seaber, this is a very silly 
Qin.e so just have fun with it. 




m 



10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 



David Hood 
Chris Hurlev 
Andrew fork 
Bill Salvatore 
Michael Schnelker 
Fete Ssuonan 
trie fcalton 



15-F Estes Park 
3503 Orb it an Rd 
14001 Oak fleadows #917 
19985 Wild Cherrv Ln 
dill Newburoh Place 
3105 E. Part; how #132 
PO Box 1B7 Station B 



C*rr$bore, MC 27510 
Parkviile. PlB 21234 
Universal City, Ti 78148 
Waters Landinq. ftD 208/4 
Fort Havne,_IN'_4c835_ 
Ariinoton. tX /6010-o/iO 
Nashville. IN 



T T * — C 

■j i ~ .■ J 



L.-^ers are due Pv NovesBer 23 so sail early' Press is hi an I v encouraged as it ienas a 
: c: to a gase as irreverent as tis. Also, if _there are n; oo jectisns. I'd like to get 
zi'-.i guest oress going CHev Uon ! now 'bout it? If you can do' i t for Pete why not for 
is" j . For all »cu rookies out there. I'd suqgest you reaa over the rules one acre iiss 
-"c re*e;Tjber to suoait orders for all three Segsents of Turn One. 

r: send off the* orders [and press'] to; Junior SnowHaster, Hark Lilleleht. 



"•: :-j luck ana have fun' 



Thus we arrive at the end of issue one of that stellar new subline, THE cRANB 
r i IARRE. ves. To*, you ' ve got competition now in this oi 5 zine but I do believe that 

i= roea enough for both of us. By the way. if anvbodv else out there would be 
:~:~rested in doing a subline let ae know and we'll see if soaething could be worked 
•„. Well, tr.at ' s al 1 . ReaieiBber ae next year in the Runestone Foil. 



PENCILS DGtffl AND HAND YOUR PAPERS TO THE FRONT, CLASS! 

See, I quess last sonth's questions were rather difficult. I didn't think that 
they'd be too hard to lock up in iust about any encyclopedia or sose such reference 
work, tiell, actually, I take that back. Looking back at the questions I see that they 
«ere rather eclectic. Oops! A qrand total of seven readers responded, which 
effectively swelled the ranks of those with one correct answer for the' entire quiz. But 
before we get to the standings let's take a look at the answers to last aonth's quiz: 

1) The paleontologist in question was Georges Cuvier. A very inteligent 
scientist but one who was doose'd to aisinterpretation because, as Dave Falser 
pointed out, he did his field work in areas where substanti al" gaps in the rock 
record existed. 

2) The "aatriarch" and "patriarch" of the Ethiopian Church are King Soloaon 
and the Queen of Sheba. 

3) The record for the greatest nuaber of kisses in a single eovie is held by 
the 192a Narner Brothers release, "Bon Juan." It starred John Barrysore and lasted 
2 hours and 4/ ainutes, peppered heavily throughout with a total of 191 kisses. 

4) The Soviet official on trial for corruption is Brezhnev's son-in-law, Yuri 
Churbanov. 

So far the standings look like this [by i of correct answers].* 

1 - Gauohan, York, Hurley, Nilliass, Hartin, HcCruab, and Holley. 

2 - Ben-Israel, *lew*, White, and Salvatore. 

3 - Thornsen and Falser. 

4 - none! 

5 - Walton and Sreger . 
h - Justin 

7 - none! 
3 - Grne 

Things are winding down. This issues quiz will be the last in this series so go 
ahead and try to grab as aany free half-issues as possible! 

<t«*t**f***t****f *************************************************** ******************** 

NOTES FROM THE UNDERGROUND 

nhat have *e oot hear? well, it's the hose ot reader submitted lists which were 
tr] j.htfui 1 v paltrv" in nuaber this' tiae around. Coae on, it's vour cance for faae and 
fcrtune in the eves of vour fellow subscribers, fly thanks go out to Brad Wilson who 
sent :sg two paces of lists [which I'll spread out over the next few issues]. And, of 
course. I'll throw in one or two. All right, cais down! it's not that exciting. 

Brad Kilsan's First Five CDs He Did Buv: 



btones 

[directing the] Berlin Phi 1 harsom c 



Charles Sreger's Seven Tapes For Those Long hour Hundred Mile Drives To Cons: 

t. TALES FROM TOPOGRAPHIC OCEANS - Yes Svaphonic rock at it's very best. 

2. aURSl INb OUT - Jethro lull lechnical wizardry and, of course, Ian 5 s virtuoso 

f lute L "A Huntina Sirl" is a typical super-track. 

3. ELECTRIC LADYLAND - The Jiai Hendna Experience One of the too three Hendrix 

albuiis and one I sust include for his superD ouitar. 

4. EHERSQN. LAKE. AND PALMER - Eserson, Lake, and Palaer This tape should fulfill 

anvone' s classical rock keyboards requireaents, and 
the other performers don't do too badly, either. 

5. HEMISPHERES - Rush Believe it cr not, this group supposedly aodeled fcheaselves 



2. *\IA VL-LLhNu - Ji iEiV ir-Uitett 

Ex ILc UN .*iA i n h'TEEE i - Hoi i i no 

etc i nu<cn 3 inrnuriics - f.bi d i uti 

j. bij-iNs bTErb - John LDitrane 



after Yes. All seabers seriously underrated; Peart's 
percussion and Lee's bass, especially, deserve a listen. 

6. SUADROPHEN 1 A - The Uho Not such to say here. Si ap i y put, this qroup is the 

classical rock sound. All' the instrueents are pretty 
auch properly balanced throughout the tape. 

7. UHHASUMMA - Pink Floyd Hake sure you stay on the road when listening to this 

one. Haxisus Freafcus. 

The Extent Of Your Publisher's Hobby Involvement: 

1. Publishes THE SCRIBBLER 1ST. 

2. Diploaacv gases - 198BCN [Perel andral. 1987H2 [Ter-ran], "The Tiaorous Tourist" 

[Lostaguana], and 19S7HR [braustark] ." 

3. bunboat gases - Yeah, right! I ain't allowed to say. 

4. United leagues - Angst United [Division 113, The Kangaroo Kicker [Division III. 
j. Downfall - ""Brai sed "Cel ery" [Esciteaent City Unliiitedl. 

6. f-uture - A subline [untitled] to Dipsoaani a' Ea new Belgian publication!, another 

United league [Pilot Light], and who knows what else, I'a on everyone's 
standby list. 

Brad Wilson's Ten Books He Intends To Read: 

1. COLLECTED WORKS - Flannerv 0' Conner 

2. NICHOLAS NICKELBY - Charles Dickens 

3. mNNm KARENIN - Leo Tolstoy 

4. THE POSSESSED - Fyodor Dostoyevskv 

5. Charles riurrav's latest 

h. MODERN TInES - Paul Johnson 

7. THE BROTHER'S KARAMAIOv - Fyodor Dostovevsky 

5. STRATEGY - Edward Luttwak 

?. SENSE AND SENSIBILITY - Jane Austen 

SO. UNDER THE GREEN NOOD TREE - Thoaas Hardy 

To* Nash's Cure For Insipid Playlists: 

1. KIND OF BLUE - Miles Davis 

2. TRACY CHAFF! AN - Tracy Chapaan 

3. LOVESEXY - Prince 

4. HOUSE PARTY NEW ORLEANS STYLE - Professor Longhair 
j. IRISH HEARTBtAT - Van Morrison and the Chieftains 

6. THE BEST OF LOUIS ARMSTRONG - Louis Aristrona 

7. LiREAfi_Uf LuV'E - Pat 1 1 Saith 

a. SIMPLE PLEASURES - Bobhv ficFerrin 

9. THE LION AND THE COBRA - Sinead 0' Conner 

10. PENGUIN CAFE ORCHESTRA - Penguin Cafe Orchestra 

t JrHHK ****** ****************** *********** ******************************************** 
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URBANE SCRAWL 
Part IV 



Ah ha, tiae for ay auch heralded coaaentary on religion. Why aa I doing this? 
yell, in part to stiaulate dicussion on what I consider to be a fascinating topic 
[unabashedly, part of the reason I want to aajor in antropoloqyl, but also because I 
thouqht it was tiae to put sy can views down on paper. It will help ae to get a better 
qrasp on how I actually think and say even bring about changes in ay own thinking. Aa I 
trying to convince you of soaething or convert you to ay own systea of belief? No, but 
it never really hurts to evaluate your beliefs, and if it brings about a change for the 
better than I'i all the happier. 

I aa, by inclination, an atheist. Uhv should I tell you that? It's iaportant that 
I recoqnize ay own biases and aake thea known to others before I try to explain ay 
beliefs, For a lonq tiae I vacilated and labeled ayself an agnostic, aore for the 
reason that I wished to avoid being assaulted by zealots. At least there is soie hope 
for ae in their eves, I thought, and so was hesitant to accept the fact that deep down 
inside I can not coae to believe in the existence of soae "divine" spirit. Does this 
aean I'a anti-religious, anti-church, anti -clerical , etc, etc? Hardly. As Don Williaas 
pointed out ones belief svsteas are totally their own and I have no right to iapose ay 
beliefs on others and vice versa. If one chooses to belief in the Catholic god, the 
ftosies god, the Hindu gods, or what have you, that is his/her decision I aay not agree 
■bu I aa not one to iapose ay views by coercion or force. I aa also the first to 
recoanize the contributions' of the Church both to aodern day society and the growth of 
civilization. The ideas that caae out of the stedieval church were often aisquided and 
the Crusades are but one aspect of the barbarity and savagery that was perpetrated in 
Sod's naae. It is easy to look back as a aodern christian and chalk these up to 
Misinterpretation of the scriptures or the corruption of the Church by politics and in 
the process reaffirm the correctness of your own actions. Yet what is it that aakes 
your' interpretation necessarily corect? During the Middle Ages the Church fathers were 
iust as sure of the correctness of their doctrine as the aodern christian is of 
his/hers. 

It is aost likely that a future historian will look back on our age and be shocked 
by the barbarity of our own tiae. But I don't want to condean the church or the values 
that it fosters. The atedieval church preserved ancient tests, kept learning and 
thinking alive, served as a great coaforting aechanisa and essentially was the weave 
which held toqether society." find through the intervening years it hasn't lost its 
influence or power. Yes, it has chanced its face and its aethods but deep down at the 
cere of the individual's faith I believe the purpose is the saae. A belief in a diety 
and an afterlife is coafortina not only because one always has a force to appeal to far 
help [and beino oaniootent as 'the christian cod is, if the appeal is justified aqnd the 
subject has been "qobd" than help should be f orthcoainq; always put your faith in the 
lord, isn't that what they say] as well as providing an answer to the question that has, 
and probably always, elude sankind: what happens after death. An afterlife is a very 
coafortino concept tor it is iapossible for aan to conceive of "nothing." Our very 
nature, the very fact that we think, keeps us froa being able to grasp the concept of 
total, absolute, coaolete non-existence. It's f ri qhteni'ng; Fa frightened by it; and 
the traditional answer to this [in both christian and non-christian societies] has been 
to tors belief svsteas that allow for a continuation in soae fors or another of the 
human essence. The prcblea is that the evolution of these svsteas has resulted in a 
zertain amount of distrust, dislike, and hate a song groups. As religious svsteas gain 
in cower they beccse the subiect and the instiqator of prejudices. 

Hv own belief is what could at best be described as a'soaewnat scientific vision of 
th= universe. Fhvsi cists have lonq been striving to forsuiate anuni versa! law to brine 
ill aotions and actions and reactions into one ti'dy equation. I firaly believe that 
this can and will be done soaeday, but aost likely not for a long tiae. To ae nature \- 
^hat 3od is to the Christian. Everything behaves in a certain way because of certain 
natural laws. *e know aost of these laws vet we are hard pressed when trying to tie an 
of these disparate laws toqether. But on soae level there exists a fundaaental _ ^ . 
connection between ail of these laws. Science and theoloqy will becoae one. Nature/bod 
will be ail pervasive as Christians believe and will in fact be an actor in the everyday 
life of people. The difference will be in the way we view this a god. 8 Mv aain 
cbiection is that Sod is traditionally personified as beino a wise old aan. He is giver 
a will and a desire to shape things. This is a false conception of the essence of a 
nature-god which will be seen to have no active, assertive will of its own. It will 



esist, it will guide things, but it will not have favorites. Casting Sod in your iaaqe 
iiakSb it much too tempting to draw the conclusion that fi he a favors one people over 
another . Why should aoslefns and christians be so such at odds? Both believe in an 
almighty power that guides aen through life and into an afterlife. Once sen and woaen 
begin to realize that there are no favorites of nature. Not all sen are created equal, 
not everybody is suited to live in a different cliaatic or cultural area but that does 
not «afce hi a unfit or less of a person. That unity that Christianity provided through 
Europe quickly broke down when it was confronted by differing beliefs. That is the 
r Tighten i nq legacy of christian faith. The unity of san has "disappeared; fflannow battles 
w=trt in an effort to show te supreiacv of their own personification of the overarching 
structure of the universe. 

Maybe I's not an athiest in the traditional sense of the word. Yet I obiect to the 
gases played by sodern day institutionalized religion and sore isportant I object to the 
concept^that one set of beliefs is better than the other. It's an indi viduarchoice. I 
im an athiest in that I reject what I perceive as a dangerous personification of basic, 
la&utable laws. «e will never be able to grasp the iatensity of these laws. They are 
at once aipazino vast and complex but necessarily very basic and indifferent. They have 
no will ot their own, they are not entities, yet they shaped our universe. We 
are, essenti al I y , slaves to these laws, yet we are given in aazing freedos to utilize 
these laws to our benefit. A sacrilege against the divine'"' Hardly. They exist and the 
choice to aanipul ate the® rests solely with any sentient being which grasps their 
i spor tance. 

*************************************** * ***** ** ******** ********* **** **** f *************** 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 

Nell, the hooby has been rather lac3dasical in producing news easily reiurqitated 
for vour enjoyaent so things are, well, cancelled for this issue, it also doesn't help 
t.Vat I'm quickly running out of space for this issue. Plenty of feuding is going on as 
the Martins and such continue their attacks en Linsey ana Linsey continues to snoot back 
tv sending out those "Response to... a sailings. Sure it's entertaining, but after a 
v^riile_it begins to wear a little thin as ou hear the saie arguaents over and over again. 

Quickly, onto other satters. There are plenty of openings out there in all sorts 
ct variants and regular diploaacv gases [not to sent ion the op en i no of ay novice gaaeJ. 
Tho notables are jeorge Mann C i 70 1 " Ns* Slst Kav, Plantation, FL 33322] who has started a 
r.ew zme. SON Oh r-LIF. with a wrestling bent but with openings in regular and gunboat 
.*i_Dlo3acv_ [along with a wrestling simulation], and G.A. r Jet f Bryant [Rue Jean Pauly 
121. B-4300 Ans. Helgiua] who has started publishing DIPSOMANIA with openings in Cline 
India, Diplomacy [regular and gunboat]. Bourse, and Twin Earth. If your i nterested 
in getting involved in the overseas hobby you say want to consider breaking in on the 
: round level. Ail for now. Bve. 



t ******* ^*** i*^*** *#*i**i***i ********************** f ********************************* 

YOU HAVE THIRTY MINUTES. BEGIN ..... 

These are the last four questions of this quiz series. Hurry and get your free 
i ssues if or each correct answer] while you still can. Easier this tiae? I don' t 
• " o« . we'll see. But at least give it a try, you can't lose, and it won't give you AIDS 
n 1 e== -/ou ' re snaring a dirty zine with a friend. 

1) Nase the tour leribers of the rock group. Traffic. 

2) Naae the Eastern European leader who recently announced his resignation as 
Freiier of his country though he retained the position of Secretarv- 
Gener ai . 

3) who was the underworld figure of the '20's and '30's who acquired the 
nicknaae of "Ureepy"? 

4) And the final question : What is the origin of the naae "Lilleleht"? In 
other words, based on the linguistics surrounding ay naae, froa what 
nation did ay father easi grate? 



BACKNASH 
[Urbane Scrawl Part V] 



Oh boy, He ran a little long this issue and according to the postaaster will just 
be squeezing in the one ounce liait. 1 really find it hard to believe hoH such the zine 
has grown. Hhat was originally intended to be a low circulation eight page newslatter 
has Blossoied into what you have before you, a twenty four page zine with a circulation 
of nearly fifty! Aaazing. Reaeaber, I can't do it all by ayself and hope you'll feel 
the urge to contribute a little scaething now and again, find never hesitate to let ae 
know what I'a doing wrong or right; you're an integral part of this beasty! 

A couple quick closing notes. I'll probably run the survey of you people in the 
nest issue so if you have any ideas on what you'd like to know about your fellow 
subscribers let ie know. Also, if you're on the standby list sake sure you recheck the 
"BaNqwana" adjudication to see if you were called on to subait orders. 

yell, I'll be wrapping this up now. Again, I apologize for the lateness of this 
issue but I hope you'll understand and stick with ie. After all, we are having fun 
here, aren't we? I hope so. Till next tiae, take care. 

Circulation : 48 

Fresh Heat - Jef Bryant [T3; Beorqe hann [T3; Rory Noble CT3: Joseoh Santella [T3; Nick 
Sebrell [C+103; Pierre Touchette [133; Don Killiaas £123. 

Old Hands - Scott Beckett [13; Ran Ben-Israel [T3; Siaon Billenness ET3; Heidi Brown 
[C3; Francois Cuerner [i1S-$3.653; Fred Davis ET3; Don Del Brands [T3; Jia Diehl [143; 
Charles Farao [13; Pete Bauahan [133; Charles Greqer [ 33; Chuck Hanna [223; Barry Hawes 
[133: Steve Heinowski [T3i Hike Henry [123; Helinda Hollev [243; David Hood [T3; Chris 
Hurlev [133; John Justin EC]; Bruce Linsev [173; Julie Hartin [13; David HcCruab [T3; 
To* Nash [153; Jia Nickel [123; David Orne [153; Cathy Ozoq E123; Dave Falser [123; Ken 
Peel E3xT3; Larrv Perrv EC3; Bill Salvatore £123; ilichael Schnelker E133; Vince Shouba 
[133; Thoaas Thomsen (221; Conrad von Hetzke ET3; Eric Walton [123; Cal White [T3; 
Jiaay Milliaas [63; Brad Bilson [T3; Andrew York [133. 

Saaplers - Jason Bergaann; Byron Butierrez. 

******** ********* *********** ***************************** ***** * *** *** ******* ************ 

Actual Handwritten Correspondence To You [aaybel 
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BEEN THERE DONE THAT 



Number 1 October, 1988 Publisher: Toi Nash < 30 I ) 254-2836 

5512 Pilgrim Road Baltimore, MO 21214 CIS ID # 73676,3310 

Welcome to the premiere issue of Been rfcere f QpQe Ttl$t* the 
world's first Diplomacy subzine to two separate zines in two 
distinct media. BT.DT is a subzine of Hark Lllleheht's The 
Scr i bbler 1 st in hard copy, and distributed with it through the 
U.S. Postal Service. It is also, simultaneously, a subzine to Ken 
Hill's The Armcha 1 r Diplomat, and distributed electronically with 
TAP in Data Library 5 (the Diplomacy DL> of the Gamer's SIG on 
the Compuserve Information Network. One of the purposes of BX iP T 
is to serve as a bridge between the PBM and PBEM segments of the 
Diplomacy hobby. To get folks in both parts of the hobby aware of 
the other, generate some mutual interest, and maybe even to 
ind uce some PBMers with modems to try PBEM, and some PBEMers to 
dip their toes in the waters of the bigger PBM community. The 
other purpose, of course, is for me to enjoy myself, which I 
intend to do thoroughly! 

Some of you may be getting this in hard copy through other 
means than with The §cr f bb>cr \ st . I will distribute It free to 
all players, standbys, traders, any anyone else I feel like 
sending it to (ht Hoi!). 

BTm DT will consist of the usual... a couple of games, some 
.letters (hopefully real, tf not, I promise you I will continue to 
make the* up), some mindless drivel about the usual dipzine 
topics: baseball, music, books, feuds, and anything else I feel 
like foisting on you, the unsuspecting public. I have also 
decided to include The DipDom Tattler, an anonymously written and 
compiled collection of hobby gossip delivered to my doorstep in 
the middle of the night. I have no idea of its authorship, nor do 
I vouch for its authenticity. So take it with a grain of salt. 

We already have one regular Dip gamestart announced in the 
issue (gasp! a gamestart in his first Issue f How does he do it?), 
and I am willing to run one more game. Regular Dip, Gunboat, or 
Stab, a hidden movement variant. Whatever there is the most 
Interest in. Game fees (waived in the first game in appreciation 
to those players helping me get out of the gate) will be *5. I 
might even allow myself to be talked into running a game of 
Deviant Dip if there is enough interest. 

BT, DTs First Game: Cfip o C hoo Co |eman No Boardman # yet 

The Players: 

Austria: Bob Aube 108 Nichols St. Lewiston, Me. 04240 
England: Mark Walsh 12 Mount Vernon Way Whlppany NJ 0798 1 
France: Dan Cosley 530 Uzbridge Ave. Gahanna, OH 43230 
Germany: Steve Smith 1440 Sutter Dr. Hanover Park, IL 60103 
Italy: Susan Welter 740 River Dr. #16F, St. Paul, MN 55116. 
Russia: Jeff McKee 1674 S. Rarkwood Wichita, KS 67218. 
Turkey: Al Tabor 3860 14th Ave Oakland CA 94602 415-531-7084 
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Country assignment was done by random draw. The deadline for 
Spring 'Ol orders will be November 20, 1988. We will be playing 
this game British style; I.e. conditional retreats sent in with 
both Spring and Fall moves, and conditional Winter adjustments 
included with Fall moves. NMRs will be handled by the War By 
Automatic Pilot rule. I.e. the NHRIng player's last set of moves 
will used again. Moves that failed on the last season may succeed 
during the season of the NMR. In the event of an NMR, a standby 
will be called to submit orders. If the original player submits 
orders the next season, he/she will keep the position. Otherwise, 
the second consecutive NMR will mean the standby takes over the 
position. Draws need not include all survivors. Draws must be 
unanimously voted by all players submitting orders for the 
season. In other words, NVR=No, but NMR=yes. All players will 
receive copies of the complete houserules as soon as I get around 
to putting them together. In the meantime, use Conrad Von 
Hetzke's famous guidelines: "The Rulebook and Common Sense." 

Good luck to all the players! 



The Standby L_L2_L 
Look, obviously this is empty at the current time. I mean, give 
me a break, thi3 is my first issue. As you all know, a healthy 
standby list is critical to the ability of a zlne to run games 
smoothly and with as little disruption as possible. Ergo, I need 
some standbys! Please volunteer, the peace and freedom of the 
civilized world hang in the balance. Plus you get the zine, free.. 



THE PIPDOM TATTLER 
<a column of gossip, innuendo, and half-truths). 

Welcome, Dlpsters, to the first installment of the Dipdom 
Tattler. To start off, my reports say that Chris Carrier, hobby 
Feud Number Custodian and Megadlplomat extraordinaire, is a' 
fussin* and a* feudin' with none other than BRUX, Dipdom's 
designated feud target. Why? Well, apparently Chris believes the 
rumor that BRUX called the deans of the colleges attended by the 
Bad Boys, Geryk, Clark, and Zarse, to tattle on their misbe- 
havior. Thus, he figures, Brux probably found out that Geryk had 
dropped out be fore Chris had the opportunity to drop his self- 
proclaimed bombshell on the hobby in The Megadlplomat . Peeved 
that he wasn't the only person to know the gruesome truth. 
Carrier declared a feud in process and assigned himself a feud 
number . 

Speaking of which, the Tattler has heard that our favorite 
crazed wacko, Bobby Sacks himself, has written to Carrier, 
demanding as Feud Number Custodian, he accept the "Covenant" of 
Bobby's own New York Game Board. Carrier was too busy, only the 
Tattler knows, checking with Immigration on Geryk's legal status, 
hoping for another scoop, to answer Sack's mail. Uh, oh. JJiai.' s a 
BIG boo-boo on Bobby's list. Enraged, he has declared himself, 
under the outrageous pseudonym Karel Alaric, as "Feud Number 
Custodian Under the Most Sacred and Holy Covenant of Covenants." 
Ooh, sounds official Bobby! Uh. . I mean... Karel. He's issued 
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himself a number for this run in with Chris, and Chris an alter- 
nate feud number under ■ the Covenant for h 1 s feud with Brux. Not 
content w i th the actions of the Diplomatic Congress this summer. 
Sacks has sent copies of KGO to all members of the U.S. Congress, 
asking them to advise him on whether to de-list Carrier. Owvw. . . 
watch out Chris, that de-listing procedure can smart something 
awf ul f Accusing Carrier and the old gang (Davis, Berch, et. al . > 
of "crimes against humanity" Sacks urges Congress to appoint, who 
else, Karel Alaric, as Kommisar of a new U.S. Game Board and make 
it a cabinet post. Meanwhile urging "delisting, delousing, 
decapitation, for all so-called crazed wackos who fail to..." 
well, enough of that, eh? 

In the meantime, will success spoil P rax \ s? Rumor has Alan 
Stewart, Canuck ce 1 ebre . developing an ego as large as his zine 
is usually late. Yes, that large! Ouch! Is that you behind those 
Vuarnets, Al? Only his Porshe, hot tub, and cocaine dealers know 
for sure. It does appear he is demanding to follow in Gretzky's 
footsteps and get traded to an L.A. shoe store. When's the next 
Prax i s coming out Al? Uh huh. Right. Will we see two issues next 
year to vote on? Just remember, the Tattler's sources say that 
Sacks is talking about appointing Geryk " Prax \ s editor under the 
Covenant," if you don't clean up your act! 

That's all for this month, kiddies. See you next month when 
the Tattler reveals that Jim-Bob Burgess owns, and listens to 
{3aily, the collected works of Wayne Newton! And that Kathy Caruso 
actually plans an issue of without using one inane nickname! 

And Herb Barents buys, and actually uses . a dictionary!! And 
other shocking Chalf) truths. Can you afford to miss it???? 



LffttCr Column 

I know, I know, many of you are in a state of total shack and 
amazement. How does this guy do it? A gamestart in issue number 
1 . And now, a letter column too? In issue 1? How does he do it? 
Easy. I'm just that good, I guess. And I lie. BTW, some of these 
names look slightly, er.. familiar, no? 

D 1 k Marten - "Your subzeen is so wonderful, so creative, so 
deserving of greatness, that I am actively going to plug the 
Runestone Poll so your zeen gets voted #1 in the subzeen 
category. It's the least I can do! I will urge my readers to vote 
at all costs t " 

((Gee, uh, thanks Dik. I really appreciate it. BTW, has anyone 
ever told you the correct spelling of zine?)) 

Jon Borednan - "I may have been the first, but you're clearly the 
greatest ! " 

<( Well, glad you like it Jon. Stick around the hobby a few 
months. OK?>> 

Dan Quavie - "I lost my first PBM game, so daddy bought the zine 
and changed the rules. Somehow, as a one center Turkey in *02 I 
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was declared the winner. That was neat. Can I play in your zine 
too?" 

((Sorry, Dan. but you're no Doug Beyerlein. )) 

Brukz Linseed - "Astonishing effort- Will do a mass mailing in 
the A.M. to all hobby mother's praising this work!" 
<(Gee, Brukz, could you just offer to standby Instead?)) 

Geoff Xarse - "Mom showed me the copy you sent her. I like it! 
But enough of that, let me talk about my (editorial deletion)." 
((Thanks for the praise Geoff, but remember, this Is a family 
subzine. Just ask Mob) ) 

Steve Swythe - "Don't worry, I'll stab Germany next year. Really. 
I mean it this time. Honest. Would I lie?" 
( ( Yup. ) > 

JJjl P«aj i Mffl Yntia, H3l l^Yr L^ffY Bo(tt)ama. V 1 nee Letherbe - "Can 
we get in a game? Two? Seven? Fifteen?" 

((Look folks, I suggest you all make appointments quickly with 
Dr. Geryk, who specializes in the treatment of this sort of 
thing... it's serious. I mean it.)) 

David Man - "You're still slime!" 

Ron Camera Ojq_ - "I'm still sllmef Any word from Pedro G. and my 
missus?" 

((Sorry Ron, no word.)) 

Bob Awb - "Great zine Tom, but there's a teeny, tiny mistake in 
your adjudication..." 

Al vrt Stuart - "I give up! Can't compete! Am sending you my 
Runestone Poll award in today's mall!" 

((OK Alyn, will be expecting it sometime in February)) 

H»r? Lll 1 vwhite - "I'm depressed. Why bother going on? Eclipsed 
by my own subzine! Sigh... Say, got any game openings?" 
((For you Marc... er... no.)) 

Xarse . Ger ikk. and Clock - "We'll be good!" 
((That's nice)) 

Br^KS t £ob_ Pis in, Marc Birch. Steve Lanolee . Bob Sax. Dlk and 
Ju l e ? Morten, Jon Bortcjman, Gerlkk. John and Cathy Karoosoe - 
"We're all working together in harmony to start your fan club! 
Thanks for being the force behind our new found friendships!" 
((Shucks. Anytime!) 

Marc Walzch - "F Tun-Mid, A Mun S F Tun-Mid" (48 hours late). 

Thanks to all who wrote, or didn't. Whatever. Auspiscious start 
for a humble subzine and its pubber, no? Keep those letters 
coming or I'll just have to make-up solicit some more. See you in 
November, with a new President and new World Series champ. 
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HE SCRIBBLERIST is intended to be published at five week intervals by Bark Lilleleht, Post Office to 3166, 
Charlottesville, VA 22903-0166; phone umber IBM) 971-8294, call anvtiie though use judqemen t at ^treie 11 lours [i.e. 
3-11 Ail, Subscriptions are avai ablest 1(1 issues for a paltry \\3 in the U.S., and'lfi'issues for 15 to Canada. 
Trades, US or Canadian, are welcoiie and actively solicited. M issues can be bad for a 1,25 staii apiece. I do have 
m pe opening, a novice pe [see inside for details!. Dipi oaacy Has invented by bv Allan 6, Ca haier. 



